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CHRISTMAS PRAYER LETTER FROM THOMAS KEOWN

Dear partner in work and prayer,

I’m sorry that this usually quarterly prayer update is a little later than usual. 

A combination of this autumn being our biggest fundraising campaign yet, and then hosting two volunteer groups (one from the U.S. and one from N.I. and England) have slowed down my typing a wee bit. Times like this remind me of how it’s important to resist the temptation to be more Martha than Mary since it is sometimes very strong. 

Thank you for keeping me in prayer and, in light of the above, I’d ask that you first of all remember our end of year fundraising work in prayer and pray particularly that Anthony and I and the volunteers don’t allow ourselves to be ‘too busy to pray’. And that we translate that philosophy down to the girls. That they see in our example the futility of checklists and to-do lists if God is not in it. And the foolishness of trying to do many tasks on their own when the creator of the universe is standing by waiting and wanting to be asked.

Thank you and Praise

Much prayer and much effort from you and many others made this autumn fundraising campaign (Breaking Ground 2011) our most successful yet. From singing hymns in Carrigenagh Church, to ‘Come Dine with Me’ dinners in Bristol, to 200 people sending fundraising e-mails in America, hundreds of OHMH’ers all over the place raised enough money to soon allow us to start building our first school for 720 children. It was an example of thousands of people coming together to do a little under God and it all adding up to a lot. 

December Holiday Bible School

Your prayers through the year sustain us and we have seen much spiritual growth and increased maturity in our girls. We focus on the love and education of our girls a great deal as you know. But take care to raise our family to be ladies of integrity and justice and love for the Lord. Proverbs 22.6 teaches us to:

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it” 

Pray that we can do that everyday. Mama Jean and Mama Nancy led holiday bible school for the girls during Christmas Break last December, and that tradition carried on this year with our volunteer team from U.S. leading one last week. I would ask that you pray God will speak through this new team to have the girls hear what He wants them to hear. And that the team will be bold and loving in the sharing of their faith.

Church partnerships

This year more than any previous year we have spent time sharing our mission and ministry with churches and church groups and building a base of prayer support as well as financial support. Anthony and I have been able to tell the girls’ story at several churches and retreats in Boston and New York and England and Northern Ireland. Trinity Grace Church in the East Village of New York City (my church when in NYC) have partnered with us and sent most of the team this month. We give thanks for these new relationships and for churches around the world lifting the children and the ministry up in prayer. 

Anthony and staff health and energy

As usual we ask that you remember Anthony’s health and pray for healing of his back pain. And for he and the other staff to have energy and enthusiasm and optimism always in the face of what are often long days filled with some very harrowing stories. Pray that they take time to see and rejoice in the healing and redemption they are part of in the lives of those previously cast away. 

In closing I thank you again for being with us on this journey. For sharing your heart and hands with us and for being our team behind the scenes. Know that we are greatly encouraged by knowing that you are there.

In Him and in gratitude, and hopefully see you at home over Christmas,

Thomas

Thomas Keown

thomaskeown@onehomemanyhopes.org


