Needham News - Autumn 2011

Dear Friends
Summer is just about over for us northerners and we hope it has been a good season for you.  Eva and Ken have been travelling again...in fact Eva has had enough travel for a while...although she keeps adding to her bucket list!

In May Eva was able to return to Lough Derg, a large Catholic retreat centre in Ireland, with a good friend from Dublin and together they facilitated a Quiet Day (a guided retreat) for a very appreciative group.  She has also met with several people on a one to one basis for encouragement and continues to facilitate Quiet Days in our home and on the road.

The first part of June we were in Moscland where we continue to build relationships with local people and any believers we can find within the radius of a three hour drive.  We and our colleagues there enjoyed a Quiet Morning retreat in what will be Spa for the Soul, our friends’ home.
Later in June we went to Manchester, (the real one, not one of those foreign counterfeits) and stayed with our daughter Jo and gorgeous grand-daughters.  Steve is vicar of the local church and he and Ken held a mini Bible conference.  The few who attended were very enthusiastic which bodes well for similar projects in the future.

Leaving Manchester we were able to fit in a two day visit to Oxfordshire where Eva’s brother Ossie discovered we were celebrating his 65th birthday. This put us nicely on the way to Canada where we were able to get to Fair Havens via London and Toronto. Ken first visited this camp 34 years ago. It is a two hour drive north of Toronto and it was his twelfth time there as guest speaker. There were about 1000 people there on the weekend and some 700 staying through the week. Enthusiasm for the twice daily Bible sessions remained high throughout.
By the Saturday evening we had travelled the 3000 miles across Canada and were in Vancouver ready to preach for the Sunday service in Olivet Baptist church then get two ferries in time to be at Barnabas for the evening welcome and introductory session.  This is an island camp which has always been enormously enjoyable partly because we have special friendship with the staff and partly because of the fantastically beautiful setting.  This year it was more of a challenge.  The weather was much worse than it was on any of our eleven previous visits and the numbers were seriously down.  It is a small camp to begin with and it was only half full.  We were glad to note that the later weeks were better attended.

After Barnabas we had the unusual blessing of a free week.  Since we were in the Vancouver area and needed to be in Victoria for the following Sunday we checked out cruises and found one at exactly the right time and place for a good price.  Thus it was that we sailed up the inside passage of the Alaskan coast and viewed its magnificent desolation from a position of comfort and luxury...a truly marvellous experience, not to mention the whale watching!
It was great to renew friendship with Dan and Bev Rutherford and to preach for the three weekend services at the lively and innovative church which they lead - Gateway Fellowship.

The next three days were spent in northern Washington where we were able to connect with our son Paul, one of our partners in ministry in Moscland and with a long-established friend who is facing some big challenges.

Heading east again we came to Muskoka Bible Centre (Ontario). This is a large and luxurious camp where they habitually employ two speakers...in this case a three star general from the USAF and Ken!

After a very enjoyable week there we were guests of People’s Church, Toronto.  It was good to see the progress there in the twenty years since Ken’s last visit, and to preach to the several thousand people who attended the Sunday morning services.  Our last morning was taken up with interviews for 100 Huntley Street-a Christian television programme hosted by our dear friend Moira Brown.

We arrived home in time to host the first of two couples who came to stay with us from overseas, and to preach at a very vibrant church in Belfast, as well as in our own warm and welcoming congregation in Christ Church, Kilkeel.

I have been impressed by the utter uniqueness of Jesus.  As God looks at humanity He sees the appalling failure of mankind to be what we were designed to be.  Then He sees Jesus and says, “This is my beloved son in whom I am thoroughly delighted!”  How wonderful to know that Jesus not only rescues us from the legal consequences of our rebellion and crime through His death, He now saves us from our impotence and failure by his life.   This has been the theme for all the talks given throughout the trip and continues to be our theme, hope and experience as we head into the future.
Thank you so much for your prayers, interest and support.

In the life and love of Jesus
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