Your baby and baptism
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Congratulations!
We are delighted to share with you in the happiness of the arrival of your baby.

As parents you will want the very best for your baby, and the church is here to help you find that – in the deepest sense. This, inevitability, brings up the subject of baptism.

This is such an important step that the rector likes to talk over the issues involved with the parents.

This booklet is an attempt to set out clearly and simply the implications of Christian baptism.

Please read it carefully so that the rector can use it as a basis for discussion whenever he calls round to see you.

My God bless you very deeply in your family life together.

The practice of the main Christian denominations for centuries has been to baptise infants. 

(The Church of Ireland also makes a provision for the baptism of adults.) 

Infant baptism is, we believe, a thoroughly biblical pattern, but it creates certain problems.
The main problem is that baptising a baby has often become a formal ritual. You have probably heard of “four wheeler Christians” – they only come to church in a pram for baptism, in a wedding car for their marriage and in a hearse for their funeral.

This sort of ritualism is dishonouring to God and brings the church into disrepute.

FALSE REASONS FOR WANTING A BABY BAPTISED
AS A SOCIAL CUSTOM – It is thought of as something “nice to do”.
AS A FAMILY TRADITION – “All my family have been done and I want the baby done too.”

AS A DENOMINATIONAL REGISTRATION – To show where the child belongs to.

TO MAKE SURE HE/SHE WILL GO TO HEAVEN SHOULD THEY DIE YOUNG – God does not deal differently with young children whether baptised or not.

GRANDPARENTAL PRESSURE – It is the baby’s parents, not the grandparents, who must decide what is right. 
The proper biblical reasons for baptism and the implications and demands of baptism are set out overleaf………
WHY HAVE A BABY BAPTISED?
Baptism is for the children of God’s people. The baptism service is based on the assumption that the parents are real Christians – it cannot, in fact, be any other way.
In the baptism service:-

WE ARE CLAIMING FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR THE CHILD.
Water is a universal symbol of washing for the child – a washing from sin.

Note: 
There is a vast difference between claiming something and actually conferring it. The outward ceremony of baptism cannot by itself confer forgiveness of sin. Baptism cannot automatically make a child a Christian.

WE CLAIM THIS WASHING FROM SIN IN FAITH
This washing lies in the future, whenever the baby grows up and decides on his or her own account to follow Jesus.
THE ONLY GROUND FOR CLAIMING THIS FOR A CHILD IS THE FAITH OF THE PARENTS
What they have personally experienced in their own lives they are claiming for their child, in faith.
Clearly, if the parents do not have a real faith themselves, how can they claim for their child something which they have not claimed for themselves?
Baptism thus has far-reaching implications. The various promises and affirmations in the service itself make this clear.
THE DEMANDS OF BAPTISM
The baptism service, (page 357 The Book of Common Prayer2004) contains 3 sets of questions. These set out what baptism involves for the parents.

THE SINCERE DESIRE TO BRING UP THE CHILD AS A CHRISTIAN.
This involves:-

· regular Sunday worship

· teaching the child to pray and read the bible

· encouraging him/her in every way spiritually.

STATEMENTS ABOUT YOUR OWN FAITH

· HAVE YOU PERSONALLY RECEIVED Jesus as your own Saviour and Master?

· is there anything in your life that is wrong or dishonest?

· are you an obedient Christian?

STATEMENTS ABOUT YOUR DOCTRINAL BELIEFS

· do you accept the central doctrines of Christianity?

These three sets of questions involve 3 different areas of your life. They are very deep and searching questions. To be able to answer them honestly implies 3 things:-

· that you are a regular church-goer and communicant.
· that you have personal faith in Jesus Christ

· that you are seeking, with God’s help, to walk faithfully and obediently in His ways.

ARE THESE THINGS TRUE IN YOUR LIFE?
If they are, then there is no difficulty about baptism. But if they are not really true, what then?
Perhaps you feel that you could not, with honesty, take these vows.

If that is the case, then:-

Thank you for being honest and open enough to face up to the demands of baptism.

This is an opportunity for you as parents to start walking in God’s way.

This is a matter of the greatest importance. In fact, it is the most important decision in the whole of your life. Your choice as parents deeply affects your child’s future.

Listen to what God says:-

“I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that you and your children may live.”

Deuteronomy 30:19

FINALLY, and very importantly:

It is possible for parents to go through the Service of Baptism and answer the questions yet not being really honest. To do that is:

POINTLESS – baptism is a start – a good start, but it must continue with Christian upbringing. Otherwise it is the start of nothing and the baptism is meaningless.

DANGEROUSLY HYPOCRITICAL – the one thing that Jesus condemned more strongly than anything else was hypocrisy. The word means “playacting”. To take vows hypocritically will bring down God’s condemnation and anger. Far better not to take promises at all than to take them in insincerity. You can never expect God’s blessing if you act dishonestly towards Him. Remember that “God looks on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7
Please do not plan to go ahead with baptism unless you honestly intend as a family, with God’s help,


to come to church regularly.

to teach the children from the Bible and later to read it for themselves.

to live by Christian standards at home and outside. 

These are the outward signs of a genuine Christian faith.

A HIGH SANDARD?

Yes, it is; but God has promised his help and strength so that you and I can live in his way. It does work in actual practice, but the key to it all is your willingness to put your trust in Jesus Christ, God’s Son, and to obediently follow him.
It may be that you have got out of touch with Christian things and have drifted away. You will never have a better opportunity to set your feet on the right way than now.

Your own best interests and those of your family are at stake.

If you feel that you are not yet ready to take the promises of baptism, then you may feel that the best course of action is to defer the baptism until you are ready: that is something that you as parents must decide.

If this is not the case, then there may be some questions in your mind. The following points may help.

A.
The baby will not suffer in any way if he or she is not baptized at this stage. God’s attitude to and love for your baby is not dependant on baptism.

B.
your baby can be baptized later on, whenever you feel you can honestly answer the questions.
C.
the church will not regard your child any differently if he or she has not been baptized. All children are equally important and precious to us.

Some people feel that it is a terrible thing for a child not to be baptized. This sort of idea is a hang-over from previous generations: it is a far more terrible thing to make promises dishonestly in God’s sight.
