Thinking about Marriage
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Christ Church, Kilkeel
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we welcome your enquiry about marriage in church.

WHAT IS MARRIAGE AS CHRISTIANS SEE IT?

A Register Office notice will tell you how our laws describe marriage:

a. It is a freely entered union of a man and a woman.

b. It is permanent as long as both members are alive – that means it has to have a
    stickability through good times and bad.          

c. It is a unique relationship which those who are married may not have with anyone else.

But Christianity will tell you of three more aspects:

a. It is God’s way of caring for people, especially for children, through family life.

b. It is God’s way of building a good and stable society in which to live.
c. It is a partnership in which Jesus Christ must be involved with both partners – the 

    whole family.

All marriage is “holy” because it is one of the ways God the Creator cares for us and for his world. But marriage in Church is special because you make your promises before God and we pray to him for you and your new life together. If you are a Christian, your partner ought also to be a Christian or you will be divided in the most important aspect of your life.

WHEN ARE MARRIAGES SOLEMNISED?

From 8.00am – 6.00pm almost any day of the year including Sundays.

Providing you are eligible, you may marry in any of the churches of the parish.

WHO CAN MARRY IN A CHURCH CEREMONEY? 

There are two basic conditions:

a. At least one of you must be a member of Christ Church.

b. You may not marry some of your relatives. If in any doubt, ask now.

Baptism (christening) is not a condition for a wedding in church, though it would be odd for a couple to get married in church without respect for the Christian faith and Jesus Christ the Lord. Please ask the Rector for his advice if one of you is not baptised. (It would not be right to get baptised just to get married in church).
WHAT IF ONE OF US IS DIVORCED?

The rules of the Church of Ireland do allow weddings in church of those whose marriages have been dissolved and the other partner is still living. Permission must be sought of the Bishop.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 

It is essential to arrange to discuss the nature of your preparation for marriage with the Rector. Different options are available.
WHAT ELSE WILL WE BE EXPECTED TO DO?

We ask that couples attend church regularly as part of their marriage preparation.

WHO COMES TO THE REHERSAL?

The bride and groom, best man, the person who is accompanying the bride and bridesmaid or page boy (or all of them if more than one). The ushers may also come.
A photographer may also come along. This can be a good opportunity for the photographer to chat to the Rector about what is acceptable. 

WHAT DO USHERS DO?

Their job is:


a. to give out order of service


b. to welcome guests


c. to inform the minister when the bride arrives


d. and, most importantly, to tidy up afterwards.

SOME OTHER IMPORTANT POINTS WHICH NEED TO BE NOTED CAREFULLY…..

You must tell the photographer that he/she is to confirm what they should/should not do with the Rector.
If he takes a few discreet photographs during the service they must be taken without a flash. A few photographs may be taken signing the register and also of the couple leaving the church after the service is over if the weather outside is poor.

Video recordings may be permitted under certain important conditions. Sound (CD) recordings may be permitted, using the church equipment.

Please tell family and guests not to throw confetti in the church porch or churchyard but to wait until the reception to do so.

AND, AMID ALL THE FUSS….

We pray for you and wish you all God’s goodness. You have come to the church for your marriage, so we hope to see you in worship before your marriage and trust that you will continue to worship with God’s Church after you are married and find real love, joy and peace in Jesus Christ the Lord.

For the future, if you need help at any time, wherever you may be, you will find that the church will be ready. We are more than willing to try to help people with their problems. Never be afraid to ask.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP THIS LEAFLET SAFELY.

SOME INTERESTING QUOTES

Most marriages benefit when couples set aside particular times to talk and work together on their relationship. Then as they approach the different phases of their lives they reduce the risks of growing apart. RELATE (formerly Marriage Guidance Council)
I myself am convinced that if society and the church had given more attention to the subject of pre-marital counselling, we would not now be required to spend so much time in marriage counselling and in struggling to save many marriages from falling apart. Prevention, we are told, is better than cure, and never is that more true than in the area of marriage. Selwyn Hughes.
At the time we didn’t think too much about the sessions, though we enjoyed them. About 12-18 months later we began to recognise some things in our marriage which had been talked about. It helped us to remember those discussions and to know that these things are part of our marriage, not an indication of a mistake in marrying each other. A couple. 
There is increasing pressure on marriage and a growing need to support people in their relationships. The Samaritans.
The need for preparation before marriage is greater than ever. Government Official. 

WHATEVER YOU DO – DON’T FORGET TO:
You must obtain a Marriage Schedule from the Council. Check the time scale required to do this. No schedule – NO WEDDING!!
